Flo'plpg's Phonics Sounds & Lelters Guide

\ National

Teaching
School

Teach Hw l(nowledge Ol.' H;e alphobehc code (Hle leuer/s-sound correspondences) and Hle leee core sltills ond Hleir sub-sltius

Sl(iu one: Decoding
(reading: b[encl'mg or anlhesismg)

Ski” two: Encoding

(spe”ing: oral segmenhng ancl selecling graphemes)

Ski” Hmree: Hondwrihng

Sub-skill without Prinl”.
Adult says the separate sounds * /sh/ [of /P/

Children ‘discern' or ‘hear' er whole word 'dress' Hlen SGH Hme whole WOI"d “ShOP».

TI"H DGL tﬂ SOH H1e sounds WiH’L an odded ‘5C|’1W0I or ‘Uh’ sound an H\e end - SOH Hme
SOUDdS as ClOSG as POSSible LO 'reo,l speech soundsb.

IJI in dOUbL tﬂ WGI‘I( out hGW LO SQH H1e individual sounds, SLOFL WiHl a whole spoken
WOI’"d o,nd SOH ib verH, verH SIOW15 but as close as possible LO H1e nah;rol WOH OI.‘ saHing
H’\e WOI"d - OI'LCl H1e individuol SOUI’\dS Will become clishnguishable as reol speech
SGUI’tClS.

Note HIO,I' vowel SGUDCIS are oﬂen lOW oncl lOUd compored ITO CODSOHOI’\IT sounds. /A\VOid
monolone II"OIDOI' LO”(‘ as H’\is mOH resuu in all H\e sounds hov‘mg H1€ same volume and

Pil’Ch unlike reo,l sPeech sounds,

Sub-skill without Prinl‘:
Adult says the whole word "Pen" very slcwlg so thal the separale sounds start fo

become evident o,nd Hmen models I’lGW }O GI‘QHH segmenl (SPM’ UP) H1e WOl‘d inlo il’S
seporate SOUI’\dS “/P/ /e/ /n/ ».

Children repeab H1e whole WOI"d “Pen" o,nd Hlen repeal H1e seParQEe sounds
“lpl fel Inl "

Evenkuallg H1e Children can dO H‘LiS mdependenHH fOr‘ ang short words building UP
ITO longer WOI"C[S.

Begin }O dO Hme OFQ[ segmenhng PFOCGSS WiH‘L le# hcmd, PGlm J:o,cing, kO LQHH H1e
sounds ITO Hw,mb o,nd J:‘mgers,

Mo,|<e sure H’t(ll' Children |<now which is Hmeir le]:L hand and right hand ]:Of‘ H‘LiS
PI"GCGSS‘ II.‘ everHone I.‘OCGS Hme same WQH, H\is is much easier.

DO nol rePeal H\e whole word o]:ler saHing Hle seParale sounds. The lasl
l‘hing children should SQH ond hear are Hv,e separale sounds lO SUPPOI‘I’
H\eir sPelling - nol Hv,e whole word.

Sub-skill:

Hold the Pencil with the correct Lripod grip.

To make this child-friendlg and fun, say “Froggg legs-

[thumb and index finger] grip the Pencil al the end with the lag
under [the middle f’mger]",

Sital a correck-heighf desk with gccd Pcslure and Prochse wrihng or

dro,wlng on paper.

USC an lncenhve SUCl"L asa beanbag Frog or Picture LO PlQCe an Hle

table of the children as a reminder.

Provide normal thickness Pencils as small hands cannot grip fol Pencils

weu enough.

Sub-skill with prink:

Poinlf I'O Pre-PrinEed graphemes H'IOL have been LOUghL
I'O date: "See Hue graphemes (leHers or leHer 9FCUPS) and SOH Hle scunds,"

Make sure that this rouline is very frequenf us’mg

Gropheme Flash Cards, 50,5 the Sounds Posters

Avoid loud cau'mg out as this will lead to the ‘schwa’ or ‘ubh’ being added. Provide
oPPortunihes for slower-lo-Process or reserved Children to do this in quiel’ Places and

smau groups or one EO one.

Sub-skill with prink:

SOH H’le separofe sounds as CIOSG }O POSSible as reol sPeech SOUhdS H'LOI' hOVG been
ITOUghL kO dale:

“Hear Hle SOUﬂdS, POil’\l lO H\e grophemes."

“Hear Hle sounds, wri[e Hle grophemes."

Use Grapheme Tiles for Children to select when Hweg cannot write well enough,
Children can air-write the graphemes as H\eH begin fo learn letter ]:ormahom
Inbroduce ‘quicl(pre' achivilies for Children o write the 9raphemes on whileboards

or POPCF once Hmeg can handwrite,

Air-wriling for direchonalilﬂ of lelter shape ]:ormal‘ion:

When modeu‘mg oir-wrihng, do not face the children

and air-wrike in reverse, instead face the same way as

the children and model the air-wrihng in the correct direcion for
both you and them.

DisPlo,H an alphabek Posler, or olphabet letter shapes,

as a visual aid for upper and lower case lelter shapes — with wrihng
lines. Provide a small version ko take home.

F'mger-lroc‘mg: Use the index finger of the wrlhng hand o trace pre-
Prlnted leker shaPes.

Pencil-lmc‘mg: Trace Pre-Pr‘mLed grey or dolted letter shapes with o
PencilA

Copging: COPH letter shapes with ]:‘mger or PencilA




Core skill for decod‘mg (blending):

|. Glance ak (scan) the Prinled word from lefl lo righl lo 'recognise' any lebter groups.
2. Use the index finger bo Polnt dlrecHH under each grapheme (lebters and letter
9roups) whilst saying the sounds as close to real sPeech-sounds as Pcssible from leﬁ
bo rigM of the Prinked word.

3. 503 the whole word whilsk running the index finger lefl fo righl beneath the whole
Prinked word.

k. Modiﬂj the Pronunciahon of the blended sounds inko the real word's Pranunclahan if
necessary.

If children cannot hear’ the word when H’LEH have said the sounds, brain them to have
more aHemPEs automohcall&l - building up the sPeed and fluencg af which erg say
the sounds.

Then, if necessary, the adull can say the sounds as close as Possible bo real sPeech
and, somehmes, the child is then able to hear the word. Ticl(, or acknowledge, the
leber/s-sound correspondences that the learner knew.

Make sure that there are suPPorhve Frieze Posters nearbH so that the Children can see
the mnemonic Prompts fo remind them of the sounds.

Avoid doing too much for the children — this resulls in learned helplessness'-
children may never gef sufficlenf Pro,chce and lndependence fo progress.

Do not restrick slow-to-learn Puplls with oan words consishng of three letters and
three sounds. Model longer words, and provide longer words, as Part of their dallg

PFQCLiCG as weu as slmple WOFdS,

Core skill for encoding (spelling-wilh edil’ing)z

. Adult stands and faces the same way as the children, to their ‘lefF, and models
how fo raise the lef} hand, Palm facing, fo Fallg the separale sounds on o thumb
and fingers.

2. SaH the focus word slowlg and lallg each sound idenli]:ied fo thumb and fingers
in burn.

3. Then, count how many sounds are idenhfied and write ‘sound dashes ITOP lej:t
of board or paper (draw the lines from le# bo right), The sound dashes are used
fo account fora grapheme per sound, but also act as wriling lines.

k. Select Grapheme Tiles, or mognelic lelers, or wrile the graphemes whilsk
saying each separote sound from beginning bo end.

5. Flnallg, sound out and blend all-through-the word (as i blending it for the
first fime) ko check the sPelling, Then tick the speuing.

6. If a sound and 9roPheme is missing, demonstrate how bo use an ‘arrow head’

in the correch Place to add the mlssing 9ropheme

Core skill for handwrihng:
. Correct Eripod Pencil grip (= be vigilonH)
2. Correch Pcslure siH‘mg ak desk
3. SlithH slanted paper, use free hand to hold
paper sleadg
k. SQH the sounds whilst wrlhng 9rophemes or words — mo,l(mg links
belween 3raphemes and sounds
> Provide plenbg of examples of leters, words and senkences
on wrihng lines for leo,rning correck posihon.
> Provide wrihng lines for pro,chs'mg lebter formahon - mainlg
paper and Pencll exercises.
> Have very high expeclohons for Pencil hold, letter formahan

and wrlhng achivilies.

NBZ Mini whiteboards can be pl-fcr-PurPose for ‘quick-pre show me’
achivities but H\eH are nol suitable for sustained wrihng begond

9r0Phemes ond wcrd level and learnlng hOW LO hand-write welL




